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Joachim Prinz,  March on Washington 1963

“.. .  I t  is  not merely sympathy and compassion for the Black people of America
that motivates us.  I t  is  above al l  and beyond al l  . . .  a sense of complete
identi f icat ion and sol idar ity born of our own painful  histor ic experience. 

When I  was the rabbi of the Jewish community in Berl in under the Hit ler
regime . . .  The most important thing that I  learned under those tragic
circumstances was that bigotry and hatred are not the most urgent problem.
The most urgent, the most disgraceful,  the most shameful and the most
tragic problem is s i lence. A great people which had created a great
civ i l izat ion had become a nat ion of  s i lent onlookers. They remained si lent in
the face of hate, in the face of brutal ity and in the face of mass murder.

America must not become a nation of onlookers. America must not remain
si lent. Not merely Black America,  but al l  of  America.  I t  must speak up and act,
from the President down to the humblest of us,  and not for the sake of . . .  the
black community but for the sake of the image, the idea and the aspirat ion of
America i tself .

Our chi ldren, yours and mine in every school across the land, each morning
pledge al legiance to the f lag of the United States and to the Republ ic for
which i t  stands.  They, the chi ldren, speak fervently and innocently of this  land
as the land of ‘ l iberty and justice for al l . ’

The t ime, I  bel ieve, has come to work together -  for it  is  not enough to hope
together, and it  is  not enough to pray together, to work together that this
chi ldren's oath,  pronounced every morning from Maine to Cal i fornia,  from
North to South, may become  a glor ious,  unshakeable real ity in a moral ly
renewed and united America.
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These  remarks  by  Rabbi  Joach im Pr inz  were  de l ivered  immediate ly  preced ing  Dr .
Mart in  Luther  King ,  J r ’ s  famous ,  “ I  Have  a  Dream.”
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