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Who Speaks to Liberty?

THE PROBLEM IS SILENCE
Joachim Prinz, March on Washington 1963

“... It is not merely sympathy and compassion for the Black people of America
that motivates us. It is above all and beyond all ... a sense of complete
identification and solidarity born of our own painful historic experience.

When | was the rabbi of the Jewish community in Berlin under the Hitler
regime ... The most important thing that | learned under those tragic
circumstances was that bigotry and hatred are not the most urgent problem.
The most urgent, the most disgraceful, the most shameful and the most
tragic problem is silence. A great people which had created a great
civilization had become a nation of silent onlookers. They remained silent in
the face of hate, in the face of brutality and in the face of mass murder.

America must not become a nation of onlookers. America must not remain
silent. Not merely Black America, but all of America. It must speak up and act,
from the President down to the humblest of us, and not for the sake of ... the
black community but for the sake of the image, the idea and the aspiration of
America itself.

Our children, yours and mine in every school across the land, each morning
pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States and to the Republic for
which it stands. They, the children, speak fervently and innocently of this land
as the land of ‘liberty and justice for all.’

The time, | believe, has come to work together - for it is not enough to hope
together, and it is not enough to pray together, to work together that this

children's oath, pronounced every morning from Maine to California, from
North to South, may become a glorious, unshakeable reality in a morally
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These remarks by Rabbi Joachim Prinz were delivered immediately preceding Dr.

renewed and united America.

Martin Luther King, Jr’s famous, “I Have a Dream.”
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With pleasure we reflect on those days ~~ those days of difficulty, and danger, when the God of Israel,
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While I receive, with much satisfaction, your Address replete with expressions of affection and esteem; 1
rejoice in the opportunity of assuring you, that I shall always retain a grateful remembrance of the cordial
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{consciousness that they are succeeded by days of uncommon prosperity and security. If we have wisdom
to make the best use of the advantages with which we are now favored, we cannot fail, under the just

_ administration of a good Government, to become a great and happy people.
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in giving it on all occasions their effectual support.
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Tt would be inconsistent with the frankness of my character not to avow that I am pleased with your favor-
able opinion of my Administration, and Tervent wishes for my felicity. May the children of the Stock of
Abraham, who dwell in this land, continue to merit and enjoy the good will of the other Inhabitants; while
every one shall sit in safety under his own vine and figtree, and there shall be none to make him afraid.
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May the father of all mercies scatter light and not darkness in our paths, and mike us all in oar several
vocations useful here, and in his own due time and way everlastingly happy.

G. Washington

If you would like to learn more about religious liberty. please contact:
Americans United for Separation of Church and State
1301 K Street NW. Suite 850, East Tower
Washington, D.C. 20005
Phone: (202)466-3234 Fax: (202)466-2587
e-mail: americansunited@au.org
swebsite: www.ait.org
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